Xingu Mission (Xtreme Mercy)

Go God Go!

Saturday night we had a glitch in our
Youth Service preaching schedule so
we decided to have worship and then
play some games.  Olivia suggested
we ask for some testimonies. We waited
for a brave volunteer. Deanna shared
a testimony of her parents and shared
another testimony. Deanna was tempted
to just start the games. Finally a brave girl
got up and shared how grateful she was
to not live alone anymore. Then another
girl publicly asked an ex-boyfriend for
forgiveness. That broke the ice. Two
other youth shared their struggles and
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desire for deliverance for their alcoholic family members. A young man got up who had
been causing a lot of heartache due to his violent temper and asked forgiveness from those
he had hurt. Go God go.*" Deanna Bergen
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I (Rick Bergen) was getting a building
permit way across town from the Maraba
Department of Public Works. Four men
and a lady were passionately discussing the
future of Maraba, the rapid growth and the
the possibility of it becoming a state capital.
The boss behind the big desk asked me if
I was with a Canadian mining company.
“No. I am a missionary.” The man in the
corner with the big muscles and the black
“fiscalizacao” shirt looked up, “Are you
the guy who is over there in the Folha 6
neighborhood working with the youth?”
The word “fiscalizagdo” carries the idea,
“We find things that are wrong in order
to give you fines!” “Yes,” I responded.
“We are planting a church and helping our
neighbors” Raised eyebrows peered at me
from under has black ball cap,“But don’t
you have a soccer field?” I nodded and
invited him to come see us. “I already have.
That is a very good thing you are doing.”
Immediately everyone in the room started
thanking me for helping the youth in our
neighborhood. “Thank-you.” “Yes, thank
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you for helping our youth.” “Yes. Thank
you for working there.” The boss gave
me a 40% discount on the building permit
without me asking. I extend their thanks to
you. Your prayers and donations make this
work possible.

The church youth are asking for more
training. They eagerly participate in
everything. Several are starting to lead
smaller discipleship groups. These young
leaders are eager to share what they are
learning. “We are going to plant our first
church in the interior soon.” We are praying

Church members helping build church
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Church members volunteer to help build the church

for a strong, diesel Sprinter van so we can
take them on outreaches.

God loves to choose the weak things to show
His greatness. “Can anything good come out
of Nazareth?” John 1:46. The real estate agent
told me, “You cannot live here with your
family. It is too dangerous. You do not know
these people. I am from here. Listen to me.
If you want to help these people, get a house
downtown. Then you can come here for a few
hours on a Saturday afternoons to help them.”
From these people God is going to raise up
great missionaries, pastors and leaders. We
just know it! Thank you for your donations,
prayers and encouragement which make our
work and this work here in the Amazon Basin
possible.

Our plan is to:

1. Plant a strong city church which will
develop leaders and raise local resources
to keep this work growing.

2. Train leaders to plant churches that train
leaders to plant churches.

3. Start churches in outlying towns from
where we can reach into remote areas.

*MRick Bergen

The Maraba church

End of the earth

Several years ago Bud Simon was visiting a
small town where we have a church plant
started. In his haste to pack he had forgotten to
take along a sheet and blanket for sleeping in
his hammock. Bud got off the boat and came
to a narrow store front, the interior was like a
dark cave shadowed from the daylight. It was
dimly lit by one light bulb hanging forlornly
from a single wire. He looked on the shelves
and found a blanket that was new. Bud pulled
it from the shelf and held it up, examining the
merchandise. A few prominent holes captured
his attention. Looking briefly, he realized this
“new” blanket was the best of the bunch.

In the great tradition of Latin America, Bud
began by asking the store owner the price of
the blanket.

“How much for this blanket?”

“It will cost you R$25.”

“Hmmm”, Bud mused as he fingered the holes
in the blanket. Bud turned the blanket so that
they both could clearly see the defects in the
merchandise. “That seems a little expensive.”
“That is the price of this fine item.”

“Will you take R§15?”

“No. There is no way I can lower the price.”
“Come on. Surely you can lower the price.”
“No. It is not possible to lower the prices.”
“How about R$20? What about if I pay you
R$20 for this blanket?”

“No, I am sorry sir. [ am not able to lower the
price.”

“Well why can’t you lower the price? Everyone
lowers the price at least a little bit.”

“Because we are at the ends of the earth. There
are no discounts at the ends of the earth.”

Bud was stunned into silence and quietly gave
him R$25, took his blanket, and left the store in
a reflective mood. Bud thought about this man,
with no church background, in a little town where
maybe 1% or 2% of the people are Evangelicals,
using the exact phrase that Christ used with his
disciples so many years ago. Bud thought about
how that man, without knowing it, had aftfirmed
where the Xingu Mission was and what they
were doing. The phrase kept rolling around in
Bud’s head for days “... we are at the ends of the
earth...”.

Are there places in the world more remote or
more difficult or less developed or poorer or more
needy? Probably. But in the context, one starts
to split hairs. These people are poor, they are in
need of the Gospel, they have been in the dark for
generations with no Christian community. Please
pray for us as we continue in the work that God
has put before us. ¥ Bud Simon




